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St Edmundsbury

BOROUGH COUNCIL

Minutes of an extraordinary meeting of the Council held on
Monday 21 November 2016 at 6.30 pm at the Conference Chamber,
West Suffolk House, Western Way, Bury St Edmunds IP33 3YU

Present: Councillors
Mayor Julia Wakelam
Deputy Mayor Terry Clements
Sarah Broughton Beccy Hopfensperger David Roach
Simon Brown Paul Hopfensperger Angela Rushen
Tony Brown Ian Houlder Barry Robbins
Carol Bull Margaret Marks Richard Rout
John Burns Betty Mclatchy Andrew Smith
Patrick Chung Ivor Mclatchy Andrew Speed
Bob Cockle Jane Midwood Sarah Stamp
Jason Crooks Sara Mildmay-White Peter Stevens
Robert Everitt David Nettleton Peter Thompson
Paula Fox Clive Pollington Jim Thorndyke
Susan Glossop Alaric Pugh Frank Warby
John Griffiths Joanna Rayner Patricia Warby
Diane Hind Karen Richardson Anthony Williams
196. Remembrance

197.

A minute’s silence was held in remembrance for the late former Councillors
and Past Mayors of St Edmundsbury, Brian Bagnall, Robert Clifton-Brown and
Honorary Freeman James Ronald Hartley.

Introduction
The Mayor paid tribute to former Councillor and Past Mayor of St
Edmundsbury, Terry Buckle, who had recently felt it was the right time to

resign from the Council following ongoing health issues.

The Mayor then welcomed Councillor Andrew Smith to his first meeting of
Council following his recent uncontested election to the Bardwell Ward.

(Councillor Andrew Speed joined the meeting during the consideration of this
item.)



198.

199.

200.

201.

Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Jeremy Farthing, Wayne
Hailstone and Clive Springett.

Declarations of Interests

Declarations of interest are recorded under the item to which the declaration
relates.

Public Participation
No members of the public were in attendance.
Norfolk and Suffolk Devolution Agreement

(Councillors Tony Brown, John Burns, Terry Clements, Beccy Hopfensperger,
David Nettleton and Sarah Stamp declared local non-pecuniary interests as
Members of Suffolk County Council and remained in the meeting for the
consideration of this item.)

Council considered Report No: COU/SE/16/019, which presented the next
steps required to establish a Mayoral Combined Authority for Norfolk and
Suffolk.

The Mayor advised Members that tabled before them were revised
recommendations for consideration, the reasons for which would be explained
by the Leader of the Council.

The Leader explained that as a result of the decision by King’s Lynn and West
Norfolk Borough Council not to consent to being included in a draft Order to
be laid before Parliament to create a Mayoral Combined Authority for Norfolk
and Suffolk to implement the Norfolk and Suffolk Devolution Deal, it was
strongly anticipated that the Government would take the Norfolk and Suffolk
Devolution Deal ‘off the table’. Consideration of the proposals set out in
Report No: COU/SE/16/019 and its appendices, therefore no longer applied.

Accordingly, the tabled revised recommendations sought authorisation for the
Leader and Chief Executive to seek a meeting with the Secretary of State to
establish the Government’s intentions with regard to devolution and to seek
an alternative devolution deal as soon as possible.

The Leader expressed his regret and disappointment that the deal that had
been negotiated was now not going to happen, particularly as the challenges
that faced local authorities still existed, as did the array of opportunities that
could be delivered in West Suffolk. He believed that devolution and future
deals were still in the Council’s strong interests and urged Members to
support the set of revised recommendations, as tabled.

During their debate and questions on the revised recommendations, Members
formally acknowledged the work previously undertaken by the Leader and
officers in negotiating the Norfolk and Suffolk Devolution Agreement.
However, it was recognised that subject to approval of the revised



recommendations and the position of Central Government and the Secretary
of State, a better deal for Suffolk (and West Suffolk in particular) could now
potentially be achieved in any future negotiations.

On the motion of Councillor John Griffiths, seconded by Councillor Alaric Pugh,
and duly carried it was,

RESOLVED:

That the Council agrees:

(1) to reiterate the commitment, given at its June meeting, to Devolution
as a means of delivering accelerated growth in the local and national
economy and helping local people and places fulfil their potential;

(2) to authorise the Leader and Chief Executive to:

(a) seek an urgent meeting with the Secretary of State to discuss
the Government’s intentions around devolution; and

(b) work with the Government and local partners to agree an
alternative devolution deal as soon as possible.

(3) For further reports to be presented to the Authority, as appropriate, as

the Devolution process progresses.

The meeting concluded at 6.57 pm

Signed by:

Mayor



